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Inessential Properties

Rostyslav Koterlin
25.09 – 14.10.2013 
Rostyslav Koterlin’s new project in Ya Gallery art center is aimed both at the wide public and at his artist colleagues. It is an author’s attempt to reveal, what’s essential around us, with the help of various artistic means and techniques. One of the series, that was conceived as a kind of an ironic message to the artists, plays with the idea of the so-called anal stage of contemporary culture. Koterlin uses the means of contemporary art to create statements on the ideas of American theoretician Donald Kuspit – author of the famous text “The Triumph of Shit” (2008), as well as works of many artists who, some symbolically, others literally, played with this “alchemical substance”.
In the middle of the first millennium B.C. the mystic player with numbers Pythagoras founded an order that left a number of unique rules. Here are some of them: “To refrain from consuming beans”; “Not to lift anything that fell”; “Not to bite off a whole loaf of bread”; “Not to tear flowers from a circlet”; “Rising from the bed, fold it and smooth the  imprint of your body”.

A similar thing can be said about this exhibition: “Upon seeing it, smooth the imprint of the seen”.

There are images that should not be talked about. Attempts to talk out, to describe the senses result in an accumulation of words that confuse the meaning even more.

What is essential? Trying to answer this question we will always face contradiction and limitation. Crossing boundaries is only the beginning of the way, and possibly just the start of a contradictory reply. 

Rostyslav Koterlin
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