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Pavlo Makov’s new art book “page-a-day diary” consists predominantly of works created in 2011 and 2012 in the process of preparing part of the project “Blanket, Garden, Tower, Cross, Fate” presented in PinchukArtCentre in spring 2012, entitled “Garden” (Place). The works included in Page-A-Day Diary are largely unchanged, only some have been refined.  

The semantic component of the book echoes with contemporary American-German theoretician and historian of culture Hans Ulrich Gumbrecht’s concept of chronotope, those philosophical views are extremely close to Pavlo Makov’s. “We are slowly and gradually are leaving the chronotope that enabled the possibility of Historicism. Possibly, we are less and less capable of overcoming the moments of the Past that have been left behind.”*

In the age of reproduction, etching as a marginal practice of visual art turns into a matrix of perceiving visual as tactile. Procuring “hidden places” “by touch” the author recreates utopia that functions according to subjective laws of time. Utopia where retrospective is as weightless and illusory as prospect, and every separate moment of reality – carved from the whole – is a self-sufficient history. Such approach to reality was practiced by Hand Ulrich Gumbrecht in his book “In 1926: Living at the Edge of Time” – an artificial order of historic time that preserves certain moments of reality in subjective textual models. 

In Page-A-Day Diary, despite the title, neither cyclical, nor linear model of time, nor in general any connection to Chronos, works, requiring a new measurement system. It is a unit of “compressed time” that equals a page of Page-A-Day Diary – a very subjective experience that throws the viewer into the timeless space of the image, that “swallows” him or her like a labyrinth with no exit provided.

The goal is to see the Page-A-Day Diary as a reflection of the very being of one that is looking at it. Or one that will take it into one’s ownership: the concept of the project suggests that the viewer, if he or she wishes, can become an owner of any part of the project – to buy a work, “tearing” it from the wall –  tearing it out of the Page-A-Day Diary forever.

Art book “page-a-day diary” also needs an intervention: the authors emphasize that it can and must be used not only as an art object, but as a page-a-day diary in the literal sense.

*From Hans Ulrich Gumbrecht’s article “Contemporary History in the Present of Changing Chronotope” (2007).
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Ya Gallery Art Center and the authors would like to express their gratitude to company “Arctic Paper”, “The First Experimental Printing House”, Pavlo Ryzhenko and everyone who helped preparing and publishing art book “page-a-day diary”.
For additional information, photo materials and comments of the events’ participants, please, contact: Project Coordinator Stefaniia Tsap, 067 547 22 86, pr@gudimov.com 
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